
  
 
 
 

 
STERLING PARK DISTRICT 

REGULAR MEETING 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

November 17, 2025 
 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER: President Reyes called the regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the 

Board of Commissioners to order at 6:00 P.M. on November 17, 2025; 
at the Duis Recreation Center.   

  
ROLL CALL:                                COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Aitken 
  Egert 
  Hippen 
  Reyes 

  Stutzke 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None   

 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR PRESENT: Schuldt 
 DIRECTOR OF PARKS AND PLANNING: Jacobs 
 
 
SCHEDULED VISITORS: Westwood member Shawn Church addressed the Board expressing 

concern about his three-month suspension from Westwood and asking 
that the length of the suspension be reduced.   After several minutes of 
discussion, it was the consensus of the Board that they would consider 
his request and would contact him at a later date as to the decision. 

 
 Several Dog Park users addressed the Board to express concern about 

the reduction of the size of the large dog area, the lack of shade, as well 
as other concerns. The group was told that only about 7% of the large 
dog park area would be eliminated, due to the various other recreational 
improvements coming to Thomas Park next year.. The Board indicated 
that the group should meet with staff to discuss their other concerns. 

 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: On a motion by Stutzke and a second by Aitken, it was moved to 

approve the Regular and Executive Meetings of October 20, 2025.  
Upon a roll call vote, the following vote aye: Aitken, Egert, Hippen, 
Stutzke and Reyes.  Motion carried. 

  
TREASURER’S REPORT: On a motion by Egert and a second by Aitken, it was moved to approve 

the October 2025 Treasurer’s Report and the FY25 Audit.  Upon a roll 
call vote, the following voted aye: Aitken, Egert, Hippen, Stutzke and 
Reyes.  Motion carried. 

 
 
COMMUNICATION TO  
BOARD: None. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None. 
 
 
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT: None. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S 
REPORT: None. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DEPT. HEAD REPORTS: 
  
 
DIRECTOR OF PARKS & PLANNING – 
 Jana Jacobs reviewed the various activities and projects the parks’ 

department has completed or has started.  
 
RECREATION DEPARTMENT REPORT – 

An email was sent to the Board requesting that pickleball court rental at 
Westwood be included as at fitness membership benefit, like tennis.    
The Board concurred with staff that because of the popularity of 
pickleball at this time versus tennis, pickleball will continue to have a 
separate fee. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: On a motion by Aitken and a second by Stutzke it was moved to 

approve Truth-in-Taxation Resolution 2025-05 as presented.  Upon a 
roll call vote, the following voted aye: Aitken, Egert, Hippen, Stutzke 
and Reyes.  Motion carried. 

 
 On a motion by Egert and a second by Aitken it was moved to approve 

Ordinance 2026-01 which is an Ordinance providing the issuance of 
$1,840,000 General Obligation Bonds, Series 2025 of the Sterling Park 
District, Whiteside County, Illinois and for the levy of a direct annual 
tax sufficient to pay the principal and interest of said bonds.  Upon a 
roll call vote, the following voted aye: Aitken, Egert, Hippen, Stutzke, 
and Reyes. Motion carried.  

 
 On a motion by Reyes and a second by Stutzke it was moved to 

approve the 2026 Emerald Hill fees as presented.  Upon a roll call vote, 
the following voted aye: Aitken, Egert, Hippen, Stutzke, and Reyes.  
Motion carried. 

 
 Executive Director Schuldt reviewed the proposed Thomas Park Master 

Plan, the estimated cost, and the anticipated timeline for completion.  
The Board concurred with the Plan as presented.   

  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: With no further action, on a motion by Stutzke and a second by Egert, 

it was moved to adjourn the regular meeting at 8:35 P.M. Upon a roll 
call vote, the following voted aye: Aitken, Egert, Hippen, Stutzke and 
Reyes.  Motion carried.   

 
 
 
 
 


